UM selects outstanding business school alumni by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-29-2004 
UM selects outstanding business school alumni 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM selects outstanding business school 
alumni" (2004). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 18732. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/18732 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
ffl ^  The University ofi b  Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
April 29, 2004
Contact: Holly Klier, UM School of Business Administration, (406) 243-6723.
UM SELECTS OUTSTANDING BUSINESS SCHOOL ALUMNI 
MISSOULA, Mont. —
The School of Business Administration at The University of Montana has selected its 
2004 outstanding alumni award winners. The three winners were chosen by the school’s 
Business Advisory Council.
Sharon Vega of Coeur d ’Alene, Idaho; Jon Marchi of Poison; and Eric Sprunk of 
Beaverton, O re., will receive their awards Friday, May 7, in Missoula during the 57th Annual 
Donor Recognition and Scholarship Awards Banquet, which will be held at 7 p.m. in the 
University Center Ballroom.
Vega will receive the 2004 Outstanding Alumnus Award. A 1964 UM graduate with a 
degree in business administration, she worked 17 years for the Mountain Supply Co. in 
Missoula, Bozeman and Billings, serving as financial vice president. In 1990 she started an 
employment company, Interim Personnel, which she operated for 10 years in Washington and 
Idaho. She then worked as branch manager for Spherion Staffing until retirement, and 
continues to consult for Spherion. She currently is employed by the Kootenai County Elections 
Office in Coeur d ’Alene.
Vega has been a board member for the Spokane (Wash.) Symphony, Community 
Colleges of Spokane and Sacred Heart Medical Center. She has served as president of the UM
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Alumni Association and as member of the UM business school Business Advisory Council 
Board. She now is a member of the Montana Academy of Distinguished Entrepreneurs.
Marchi will receive the 2004 Outstanding Distinguished Alumnus Award. He earned 
his UM undergraduate degree in 1968 and his master’s in finance in 1972. After serving in the 
U.S. Army, he returned to Montana and started his career with D.A. Davidson, serving in 
many positions during his employment, including vice president of marketing and vice 
president of financial services and executive development. He left D.A. Davidson in 1985 to 
run Marchi Angus Ranches in the Missoula Valley.
In addition to ranching, Marchi chairs the Development Corporation of Montana and is 
a cofounder of the Montana Private Capital Network, the state’s first “angel” investment 
network. He also is founder and chair of the Glacier Venture Fund, Montana’s only active 
venture capital company. In addition, he has been board chair of Big Sky Airlines since 1998 
and serves on the boards of Montana-based LigoCyte Pharmaceuticals and Phillips 
Environmental Products.
Marchi’s public and volunteer commitments are many and varied. He is president of the 
American Wagyu Association, a member of the business school’s Montana Academy of 
Distinguished Entrepreneurs, serves as a judge for the Ruffatto Business Plan Competition and 
is a member of Montana Ambassadors, which he was president of in 2001 and now chairs its 
legislative committee.
Eric Sprunk will receive the 2004 Outstanding Early Career Alumnus Award. Born in 
LaMars, Iowa, in 1964, Sprunk earned his UM bachelor’s degree in business administration in
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1986. Following graduation, he worked for Price Waterhouse in Portland as a staff accountant. 
Upon his promotion to manager four years later, he moved to the Seattle location of Price 
Waterhouse, where he spent two years before moving back to Portland to start his career with 
Nike.
He was hired by Nike in 1993 as finance director and controller of the Americas 
Region. During 1994-95 he served as finance director/general manager of the Americas 
Region, moving up to finance director of Nike Europe for the next several years. In 1998 
Sprunk worked as regional general manager of Nike Europe Footwear and was promoted to 
vice president/general manager of the Americas in 2000. He now is vice president/general 
manager of global footwear.
Sprunk has been active with UM, serving on the Business Advisory Council Board, 
National Advisory Board of Grizzly Athletics and Ask-An-Alum Program. He also volunteers 
with YMCA basketball, Little League baseball and youth soccer programs.
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